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Black And White And Read All Over

by William Kinsolving

A 1920s marriage becomes a national scandal when a woman is forced to prove her race in
court—turning love into spectacle and identity into evidence.

Advance Praise

“Kinsolving presents a historical novel based on what newspapers of the 1920s termed the ‘Rhinelander
Affair’... An engaging account with historical heft and contemporary relevance.”
—Kirkus Reviews

Book Overview

Set in New York and New Rochelle during the volatile years following World War |, Black and White and
Read All Over portrays the infamous Rhinelander annulment case where Alice Jones, a live-in maid,
becomes the unwilling center of a national obsession. Alice’s marriage to Leonard Rhinelander—wealthy,
sheltered, and deeply unprepared for the consequences of loving her—draws intense scrutiny once his
family seeks to annul the union by claiming Alice deceived him about her race. What follows is a
relentless unraveling: a courtroom trial fueled by tabloid sensationalism, invasive examinations of Alice’s
body and past, and a public eager to consume scandal rather than truth. Drawing on letters, diaries, and
lived memory, the novel explores the emotional toll and astonishing courage of Alice, her parents, and
her siblings as they are forced into the spotlight. Moving between domestic intimacy and public cruelty,
the book interrogates the myths of whiteness, the performance of respectability, and the human cost of
a society determined to limit love along racial lines.

It was another time of tectonic change in the United States. A devastating world war had ended, a huge
“Great Migration” of the black population had moved north to escape the bigotry of Jim Crow to find
jobs with resulting race riots in Northern industrial cities, and as the Nineteen Twenties began, for the
only time in the nation’s history, two Constitutional Amendments were ratified in the same year, 1920,
that would fundamentally change the culture: Women could vote, and no one could drink.



Through that complex miasma of change wandered two people who against incredible odds found each
other and dared to fall in love. Utterly unprepared to become symbols of anything, their struggle to
preserve that love made them targets for the public’s curiosity, viciousness, and wrath. The trial
epitomized these extremes, and extreme measures had to be taken. But could the love of Alice Jones
and Len Rhinelander survive?
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About the Author

After graduating from Stanford, William Kinsolving began his professional life onstage—first at the
Oregon Shakespeare Festival, playing Richard Il, then at The London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art.
Returning to New York, he acted under-, off-, and on Broadway and performed or directed at Stratford
(CT), Harvard, Dartmouth, Café La Mama, and the Berkeley Repertory Theatre, where he received the
San Francisco Chronicle’s Best Actor of the Year award.

He wrote his first play backstage, earning a Ford Foundation Playwriting Grant and a production at the
Stratford Ontario Shakespeare Festival. That success led to decades of work as a screenwriter and script
doctor for every major film studio in Los Angeles, London, and Rome—ultimately contributing to more
than fifty films.

Kinsolving later turned to fiction, publishing five novels, including a New York Times bestseller and
multiple Literary Guild Main Selections. When traditional publishing contracted, he returned to



playwriting, with new work presented in theatres across the country. His musical That Week with the
Bachs premiered in 2023 at San Francisco’s Grace Cathedral.

Compelled by the tectonic shifts in America today, Kinsolving returned to another time in American
history when its social and cultural foundations were rumbling: The Twenties, and a love story that led to
a trial that perforated the facades of privilege, sex, race and wealth: Black and White and Read All Over.

Short Bio (70 words)

William Kinsolving is a novelist, having paid his dues as an actor, playwright, and screenwriter. His career
spans Broadway, film studios in Los Angeles, London, and Rome, and award-winning regional theater. A
New York Times bestselling author, he now turns to one of the most infamous trials of the twentieth
century that took place during one of its most infamous decades, The Twenties: Black and White and
Read All Over.

Media Assets Available
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Chapter 1 with Authors Note
Book Club Discussion Guide

Contact & Review Inquiries

Reviews, features, and interviews are welcomed. There is no obligation to provide coverage, though all
consideration is appreciated.

For retailer platforms (such as Amazon), reviews are requested to be posted on or after the publication
date.

William Kinsolving

Email: william@williamkinsolving.com

Website: williamkinsolving.com

Social: Instagram | Facebook | Goodreads @williamkinsolving


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mTQc4tyVMNkfUtHxFH8uP6rEwdZCHsJi/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lPF_FNo3tx-B3VCThhYJ2j-NTQym1_ar/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m_XN7TbFOOKWrD6eAHK0zv43wN6vJ0nF/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l6kg4PcKmll-OODvf17EYVYuxPVVTn5F/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1amWjUoMZ-AcKCL2ITbRb7Sh_pUiRnGcM/view?usp=drive_link

Themes and Talking Points

e Private Lives as Public Spectacle
How a marriage became a national event, and how media attention reshaped truth, dignity, and
consequence.
e Race as Evidence
The courtroom’s demand that identity be proven, categorized, and judged—and the violence
embedded in that demand.
o The Machinery of Privilege
Wealth and social standing as forces that shape outcomes quietly, efficiently, and often invisibly.
e Gender, Power, and Bodily Autonomy
The invasive scrutiny of a woman’s body and private life as a legal strategy rather than a moral
failing.
® Law Versus Justice
The difference between what is legal and what is just, and how institutions protect themselves
while individuals absorb the cost.
e Language as Weapon
How words—spoken in courtrooms and printed in headlines—can wound, define, and erase.
e Maedia, Morality, and Judgment
The role of newspapers and public opinion in turning human lives into consumable narratives.
e Endurance Without Applause
Survival not as triumph, but as persistence in the face of systems designed to deny agency.
e History Remembered Through Headlines
What is lost when complex lives are reduced to slogans, and what fiction can recover from the
margins of the record.

Interview Questions

1. What first drew you to the Rhinelander annulment trial, and why did it feel like a story that
needed to be revisited now?

2. The case was widely reported at the time, yet much of it survives only through headlines. What
did you hope fiction could recover that history alone could not?

3. Alice Jones Rhinelander is subjected to extraordinary public scrutiny. How did you approach
writing a character whose private life was relentlessly exposed and judged?

4. The courtroom functions almost like a stage in this novel. How did your background in theater
influence the way you wrote the trial scenes?



5. The book includes period-accurate language and attitudes that are deeply uncomfortable today.
How did you decide what to include, and why was it important not to soften those elements?

6. Much of the novel explores the difference between legality and justice. Was that tension
something you discovered in the historical record, or something you consciously shaped in the
narrative?

7. Newspapers play a central role in shaping public perception throughout the story. What
responsibility, if any, do you think the media has when private lives become public spectacle?

8. Thisis a story often remembered as sensational, yet the novel resists sensationalism. How did
you balance restraint with the undeniable drama of the events?

9. Your work frequently examines moments when individuals are overwhelmed by larger systems.
What interested you about that dynamic in this particular case?

10. What do you hope contemporary readers take away from this story—not as history, but as a
reflection on how societies judge, categorize, and consume human lives?

Ideal for Fans of

e Passing — for its examination of race, identity, and the cost of being seen

e The Bonfire of the Vanities — for its depiction of media spectacle and power operating in plain
sight

® An American Marriage — for its portrayal of intimacy tested by institutions and public judgment

o The Personal Librarian — for its portrait of hidden identity within elite society and the
constraints of privilege

e The Vanishing Half — for its exploration of racial identity and the long consequences of social
categorization

e Ragtime — for its blending of history, public spectacle, and private lives

e An American Tragedy — for its portrayal of a sensational trial shaped by class, desire, and public

judgment
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